


Is there a regulatory frame-

work regarding medical 

and scientific cannabis in 

Colombia?

In 2016, the Law 1787 of 2016 creat-

ed a regulatory framework, allowing 

access and medical use of cannabis 

and its derivatives in the national 

territory. This law does not provide 

cannabis for recreational purposes, 

and while there have been several 

bills that seek to allow it, none has 

prospered thus far.

Following Law 1787 of 2016, De-

cree 613 of 2017 was promulgated 

to regulate said law, implementing 

the requirements that every com-

pany must comply to import, export, 

cultivate, produce, manufacture, 

acquire, transport, market, and dis-

tribute cannabis and its derivatives.

Notwithstanding the above and giv-

en the need for regulatory changes 

that respond to the reality of the 

cannabis industry, and the situa-

tions not covered by the previous 

Decree, the Colombian Government 

issued Decree 811 on July 23 2021, 

which completely replaced Decree 

613 of 2017. 

 

Decree 811 of 2021 introduced im-

portant changes expanding the 

possibilities to use cannabis for in-

dustrial purposes, including food, 

beverages, dietary supplements, 

and the use of fibers. The Decree 

also clarified all the requirements 

that companies must meet to par-

ticipate in different parts of the pro-

duction and marketing chain of can-

nabis in Colombia.

It should be noted that, although 

Decree 811 of 2021 establishes a 

regulatory framework pertaining to 

medical and scientific cannabis in 

Colombia, different regulatory au-

thorities at the national level have a 

role within the industry and, in each 

case, have issued resolutions that 

establish guidelines related to can-

nabis activities.

Which Government entities 

participate or have a role 

within the medical and sci-

entific cannabis production 

chain in Colombia? 

The following entities regulate the 

activities related to the medical and 

scientific cannabis industry: 
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Colombian Agricultural Insti-

tute (ICA for its initials 

 in Spanish) 

ICA, commanded as the responsible 

authority contributing to the sus-

tained development of the agricul-

tural sector in Colombia, is respon-

sible for issuing: 

• Registration as a seed producer.

• Registration as importer or ex-

porter of seeds.

• Registration as a unit of agro-

nomic evaluation.

• Registration as a unit of research 

in plant breeding.

• Registration of cultivars in the 

National Registry of Commercial 

Cultivars. 

In addition, ICA is responsible for 

granting the authorization for fin-

ished products of veterinary use.

Among the relevant regulation is-

sued by ICA related to medical and 

scientific cannabis it is worth noting: 

• Resolution 3168 of 2015: Regu-

lates the production, import, and 

export of seeds and the registra-

tion of entities as agronomic 

evaluation units and plant breed-

ing research units.

• Resolution 67516 of 2020: Estab-

lishes the requirements for the 

registration of cultivars in the 

National Register of Commercial 

Cultivars. 



Ministry of Justice and Law 

The Ministry of Justice and Law, 

through the Sub-directorate of Control 

and Supervision of Chemicals and Nar-

cotic Drugs, has a vital role in assessing 

and granting the following licenses: 

• License to use cannabis seeds.

• License to cultivate psycho-

active cannabis plants.

• License to cultivate non-psy-

choactive cannabis plants.

• The evaluation and granting of 

quota allocation for the cultiva-

tion of psychoactive cannabis. 

Among the relevant regulation is-

sued by the Ministry of Justice and 

Law related to medical and scientific 

cannabis there are: 

• Resolution 577 of 2017: Regu-

lates, in technical terms, aspects 

related to the evaluation and 

monitoring of licenses to use 

seeds, planting, and cultivation 

of psychoactive and non-

psychoactive cannabis plants.

• Resolution 578 of 2017: 

Establishes the fees corre-

sponding to evaluating and 

monitoring services, that 

natural or legal persons ap-

plying for licences must pay.

• Resolution 579 of 2017: Es-

tablishes the criteria to define 

small and medium-sized 

growers, products, and distribu-

tors of medical cannabis.

Ministry of Health and Social 

Protection

Decree 2106 of 2019 adjusted the 

Ministry of Health and Social Pro-

tection’s functions. However, the 

Decree did not modify the Ministry’s 

role as head of the Quota Technical 

Group, neither its functions in the 

evaluation and granting of quota al-

locations recquired to manufacture 

cannabis derivatives.

Among the relevant regulation is-

sued by the Ministry of Health and 

Social Protection related to medical 

and scientific cannabis it is worth 

highlighting:

• Resolution 2891 of 2017: Estab-

lishes the fees for the evaluation, 

monitoring, and control ap-

plicable to licenses to manu-

facture cannabis derivatives.

• Resolution 2892 of 2017: 

Provides  technical regula-

tion associated with the 

granting of the license to 

manufacture derivatives.

• Resolution 315 of 2020: Updates 

the list of controlled substances, 

regulates certain aspects con-

cerning psychoactive and non-

psychoactive cannabis control 

and includes new provisions  

on compound medication  

production.

National Institute for Drug and 

Food Surveillance (Invima for 

its initials in Spanish)

Decree 2106 of 2019 introduced the 

Invima as the competent authority 

to evaluate and issue the licenses to 

manufacture cannabis derivatives. 

Previously these functions were al-

located to the Ministry of Health and 

Social Protection. On the other hand, 

since the Invima is a health authority 

in Colombia, it is also responsible 

for the granting of market authoriza-

tions for cannabis based medicines, 

cosmetics, and plant products.

National Narcotics Fund (FNE 

for its initials in Spanish)

This entity is connected to the Direc-

torate of Medicines and Health Tech-

nologies of the Ministry of Health 

and Social Protection, responsible 

for the control over the import, ex-

port, distribution and sale of drugs, 

medicines, producer goods, or pre-

cursors of special control. 

What is the medical and 

scientific cannabis license?

It is a document (Administrative Act) 

issued by certain authorities (Minis-

try of Justice and Law or the Invima) 

that will allow applicants to carry 

out activities related to: 

• Handle cannabis seeds.

• Cultivate cannabis plants (psy-

choactive and non-psychoactive).

• Transform cannabis to produce 

cannabis derivatives.

Under Decree 613 of 2017, these li-

censes had a validity of five years. 

Nonetheless, Decree 811 of 2021 

extended the validity to ten years. 

Companies that already had a li-

cense under the previous decree can 

request their extension for an addi-

tional five-year period.
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What kind of licenses exist?
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License 

 

License modalities

 

Fees for 2021 

(Approx.)

 

Governmental entity

License to use cannabis 

seeds to plant and grain

• Commercialization or delivery.

• Research.

• Grain processing.

USD 2,750

Ministry of Justice and Law

License for the cultivation of 

psychoactive cannabis plants

• Production of seeds to plant.

• Grain processing or production.

• Manufacturing of derivatives. 

• Industrial purposes.

• Research.

• Export.

USD 9,800

License for the cultiva-

tion of non-psychoac-

tive cannabis plants

• Production of seeds to plant.

• Grain processing or production.

• Manufacturing of derivatives. 

• Industrial purposes.

• Research.

• Export.

USD 3,300

Extraordinary license for 

cultivation of cannabis plants

• Granted to deplete cannabis stock when the 

original license is about to expire. It is granted 

one time only and for a period amounting to six 

months maximum. 

• Granted for non-commercial research. It is 

granted for one time only and for a period 

amounting to 12 months with the possibility  

of an additional 12-months extension.

Pending publication.

Licenses to manufac-

ture psychoactive deri-

vatives of cannabis

• National use. 

• Research. 

• Export.

USD 1,380

Invima

License to manufacture 

non-psychoactive deri-

vatives of cannabis

• It is granted in a single modality that includes the 

possibility of carrying out research, national use 

activities, and/or for export.

Pending publication.

Extraordinary license to manu-

facture derivatives of cannabis

• Granted to deplete cannabis stock. It is granted 

one time only and for a period amounting to six 

months maximum. 

• Granted for non-commercial research. It is 

granted for one time only and for a period 

amounting to 12 months with the possibility  

of an additional 12-months extension.

Pending publication.



Decree 811 of 2021 created 3 addi-

tional types of licenses: 

• License to manufacture non-psy-

choactive derivatives of cannabis. 

• Extraordinary license for cultiva-

tion of cannabis plants. 

• Extraordinary license to manu-

facture derivatives.

It is worth noting that within the 

license application, the company 

must inform the license modalities 

required, and the manner in which 

those modalities will be developed. 

Therefore, it is important for the 

companies to have a clear under-

standing of the projects they are 

looking to implement, because fail-

ing to inform as instructed, do will 

entail requirements from the com-

petent authorities, for clarifications 

on the development of the modali-

ties submitted for licensing. 

Psychoactive cannabis 
licenses are required 
when a company is 
planning to use cannabis 
or its derivatives 
with a THC content 
equivalent or superior 
to 1% in dry weight.  

In this sense, the Ministry of Justice 

and Law authorizes annual quotas 

for the cultivation of psychoactive 

cannabis plants. On the other hand, 

the Ministry of Health and Social 

Protection authorizes annual quo-

tas to manufacture psychoactive 

cannabis derivatives.

The deadline of application for or-

dinary quotas expires the last work-

ing day of April each year. Notwith-

standing the above, it is possible to 

request a supplementary quota at 

different dates, under certain cir-

cumstances. Authorized quotas will 

be valid from their date of allocation 

until December 31 of that year.

In accordance with the aforemen-

tioned, no activity related to psycho-

active cannabis or its derivatives may 

be carried out without the allocation 

of the specific license and the autho-

rization of the respective quota.
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What is the quota  

allocation?

Colombia is a State Party to the Sin-

gle Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 

1961, by which it is bound to report 

the amount of THC (psychoactive 

cannabis) that the country will use 

each year, to the International Narcot-

ics Control Board (INCB) in advance. 

After the country has reported the 

amount, the INCB establishes a fore-

cast of the amount of THC that may 

be used, and the Government is re-

sponsible for the distribution of said 

amount between all applicants that 

need to develop processes with THC. 

Thus, the quota is the amount of 

cannabis authorized by the National 

Government to grow psychoactive 

cannabis or manufacture deriva-

tives. Consequently, quotas apply 

exclusively when there is an inten-

tion to carry out activities under the 

licenses for cultivation of psychoac-

tive cannabis or to manufacture psy-

choactive cannabis derivatives.

Decree 811 of 2021 provides that the 

Ministries of Agriculture and Rural 

Development, Justice and Law, and 

Health and Social Protection will is-

sue new regulations regarding quota 

allocation. Yet, in the meantime, the 

relevant provisions under Decree 

613 of 2017 continue to apply.

What considerations should 

be regarded in order to 

import cannabis? 

To import seeds, cannabis plants, 

cannabis, cannabis derivatives, and 

products containing cannabis, a pri-

or import license is required, as well 

as the previously referred licenses 

and other authorizations that may 

be necessary depending on the na-

ture of the product or the substance 

to be imported.

Regarding the import regime, Decree 

811 of 2021 restates what had al-

ready been established in Resolution 

315 of 2020, pertaining to the possi-

bility of introducing cannabis seeds, 

cannabis grain, plant component, 

cannabis, and its derivatives, from 

the rest of the world into free zones.



What considerations should 

be regarded in order to 

export cannabis to other 

countries?

Before Decree 811 of 2021, the ex-

port of cannabis plants and can-

nabis was only allowed for scien-

tific purposes. Hence, a significant 

change introduced by the new 

Decree is the possibility of export-

ing seeds for planting, grain, plant 

component, cannabis plants, can-

nabis, derivatives of cannabis, and 

products obtained from derivatives 

of cannabis and plant components 

What are the requirements 

that have to be met in order 

to export cannabis to other 

countries?

• Seeds for planting, grain, plant 

component or cannabis plants 

in vegetative state:  

- Approval from the Ministry  

of Justice and Law.  

- Approval from the ICA. 

 

• Psychoactive or non-psychoac-

tive cannabis:  

- Approval from the ICA.   

- Approval from the FNE. 

 

• Psychoactive and non-psycho-

active derivatives of cannabis:  

- Approval from the FNE. 

 

• Finished product with cannabis:  

- Depending on the nature 

of the product, approval 

from the FNE, the Invima, or 

the ICA will be required. 

That said, the real challenge to ex-

port cannabis products lies in:

• The regulatory requirements 

in the country of destination.

• The selection of the tariff 

headings to classify cannabis 

products and by-products.

• Finding suppliers that pro-

vide for transportation, 

logistics and the like.

Indeed, to import cannabis seeds or 

plant component, companies must 

also obtain a registration before the 

ICA, and verify ICA databases for the 

countries that currently authorize 

import, including the presentation 

required for the product and the use 

for which it is authorized locally.

As of December 2020, these are 

the countries from which cannabis 

seeds or plant component can be 

imported, including the required 

presentation for the product and the 

authorized uses by the ICA:

Presentation
Country 

of origin

Authorized 

use

 

 
In- Vitro

 

 

 
Canada

Test

Commercial

Planting

 
Husked grain

 
Canada

Human  

consumption

Industrial use

 
Seed

 
Bulgaria

Planting

Test

Dried ground 

flowers

USA Industrial use

for commercial purposes. This as-

pect will be regulated by joint provi-

sions issued by the Ministries of Ag-

riculture and Rural Development, of 

Justice and Law, and of Health and 

Social Protection. Therefore and for 

the time being, until the new regula-

tion is issued, export is still limited to 

scientific purposes. 

 

On the other hand, as mentioned 

before when discussing import, 

Decree 811 of 2011 also includes 

the possibility of exporting canna-

bis from national customs territory 

to free trade zones, from free trade 

zones to the rest of the world, or 

from national customs territory to 

the rest of the world.



For which products has the 

use of CBD or THC been 

granted in Colombia?

CBD has been used mainly in cos-

metics, for which the Invima re-

quires a CBD analysis certificate. The 

use of CBD or THC is also allowed 

in compound medications, medi-

cines, or plant products. Likewise, 

under Decree 811 of 2021, cannabis 

use is allowed for food, beverages, 

dietary supplements for animal and 

veterinary use. Accordingly, the In-

vima and the ICA will regulate these 

aspects, towards establishing the 

requirements for finished products 

with cannabis.


